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LOCAL NEWS

$9,000 grant supports GED programs and more
Special to The Nugget

The Dollar General Lit-
eracy Foundation recently 
awarded Lumpkin Literacy 
a $9,000 grant in support of 
sourcing GED candidates 
and provide testing for ad-
vancement of Adult Literacy 
in Lumpkin County.

This local grant is part of 
the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation’s recent award 
of a $10.5 million donation to 
support summer, family, and 
adult literacy programs, rep-
resenting the organization’s 
largest one-day grant dona-
tion in its 28-year history.

“We are always saying 
‘Literacy is Economic De-
velopment’ and now we can 
add to a more educated work-
force with money provided 
by Dollar General to support 
people in Lumpkin County 
through our efforts at Lump-
kin Literacy,” said Co-Chair 
Geoffrey Kridel.

HERE TO HELP

Lumpkin Literacy is one 
of a handful of organizations 
which serves all age groups 
in Georgia.  From free books 
with the Dolly Parton Imag-
ination Library paid by 
Lumpkin Literacy, to dictio-
naries and novels to 3rd and 
6th graders to GED tutor-
ing, incentives, testing and 
detention center programs, 
Lumpkin Literacy is consid-
ered an essential program 
by its partners and is regu-
larly consulted by literacy 
programs and professionals 
from around the country.

"For nearly 30 years, the 
Dollar General Literacy 

LUMPKIN LITERACY

Lumpkin Literacy Co-Chair Geoffrey Kridel congratulates GED recipient Jennifer Welch, 
alongside board members Barbara Adams, Shirley Christman and Karen Shepherd.
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The recent Lumpkin Literacy graduation celebration party was held at the Lumpkin Learning Center on Johnson 
Street.

Foundation has been proud 
to invest in literacy and ed-
ucation programs in our 
hometown communities," 
said Denine Torr, executive 
director of the Dollar Gener-
al Literacy Foundation. "The 
recent and significant shifts 
in the educational landscape 
have made the Foundation’s 
mission more critically im-
portant."

Torr said that as they 
work to create access to 
high-quality instruction for 
all individuals, they share 
their gratitude for the educa-
tors who are working to up-
lift and empower others.

"We hope these funds will 
have a meaningful impact on 
students and teachers across 
the country and look forward 
to seeing the positive impact 
they have on learners,” Torr 
added.

libraries within a 15-mile 
radius of a Dollar General 
store or distribution cen-
ter to support adult, family, 
summer, and youth literacy 
programs.  The Foundation 
also offers a student refer-
ral program for individuals 
interested in learning how 
to read, speak English, or 
prepare for the high school 
equivalency exam.  Refer-
rals to a local organization 
that provides free literacy 
services are available online 
[dgliteracy.org/program-lo-
cater/] or through referral 
cards found in the Learn 
to Read brochures that are 
available at the cash regis-
ter of every Dollar General 
store. 

LUMPKIN LITERACY

Lumpkin Literacy was 
started in 1974 and was rec-
ognized by the Technical 
College System of Georgia as 
Program of the Year for the 
State of Georgia.  Awarded 
as being one of the few "cra-

dle-to-grave" programs ad-
dressing those entering into 
school and helping those who 
have become out of step with 
the educational process, it 
is 100 percent volunteer and 
all funds go to programs. For 
more information go online 
at lumpkinliteracy.com, 
call 706-867-9607 or email 
lumpkinliteracy@gmail.
com

LITERACY FOUNDATION

Cal Turner, Jr. founded 
the Dollar General Litera-
cy Foundation to honor his 
grandfather and Dollar Gen-
eral’s co-founder, J.L. Turn-
er, who was functionally il-
literate having dropped out 
of school in the third grade 
to support his family. 

The Foundation aims to 
provide support to schools, 
libraries and nonprofit or-
ganizations that seek to im-
prove adult, summer, youth 
and family literacy initia-
tives. 

For more information vis-

The Dollar General Liter-
acy Foundation supports or-
ganizations that increase ac-
cess to educational program-
ming, stimulate and enable 
innovation in the delivery 

of educational instruction 
and inspire a love of reading. 
Each year, the Dollar Gen-
eral Literacy Foundation 
awards funds to nonprofit 
organizations, schools, and 
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Laurel Lodge Assisted Living

& Memory Care

706-865-0029

210 Hope Rd., Cleveland GA 30528

Enjoy Life in the North Georgia Mountains 
and see what separates us from everyone else.

Affordable Luxury Living 
Starting at $2800/month

• Outdoor Covered Pati os with Overhead 
Fans, Outdoor TV and Big Views of the 
Mountains

• Daily Wellness Checks
• Medicati on Monitoring
• In-Room, Emergency Call System
• Daily Housekeeping
• Back up Generator for Auxiliary Power
• Personal Laundry and Linen Service
• Salon Services
• Podiatry Services
• Cable TV and All Uti liti es Included
• Free Wi-Fi
• Acti vity Director Five Days a Week
• Non-Denominati onal Church Services 

Every Sunday

• State-of-the-Art Theatre Room
• Acti vity Rooms
• Bistro Bar
• Warm, Cozy Fireside Seati ng
• Lounge
• Billiards and Shuffl  e Board
• Main Dining Room
• Inti mate Private Dining Room
• Executi ve Chef with Elegant Plati ng

Laurel Lodge is not your typical senior living community. 

Conveniently located within the att racti ve common areas are 
the following ameniti es and services:
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Get more out of your career with 
a company built around 

supporting families! 

• Excellent Health Care

• Employee Discounts

• Retirement Planning

• $2,000 HIRING BONUS

Stop by your local Personnel Offi  ce 
or visit www.fi eldale.com

Family-Owned & Family-Focused

www.lumpkinliteracy.com
www.dgliteracy.org/program-lo
www.fieldale.com

